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Every day across South Australia, STEM educators and 
researchers work to develop the next generation of 
scientists and to deliver discoveries that underpin 
our future health, environmental sustainability and 
economy. The SA Science Excellence Awards recognise 
the creativity, innovation and commitment of our STEM 
workforce and the impact of their work across the 
State, Australia and on the world stage.  

Supporting science at this stage in our State’s history 
is particularly important. In SA, as in other jurisdictions 
across the world, there has been a transition from an 
economy built on traditional manufacturing to one 
built around clusters of high-tech industries such  
as defence, space, renewable energy, cyber-security, 
health, biotechnology and data analytics. These 
industries are ones underpinned by a deep science, 
engineering and technology knowledge base and it is 
therefore critical that we acknowledge and recognise 
the depth of the STEM talent present across SA.

The SA Science Excellence Awards provide a great 
opportunity to celebrate the innovative educators 
in school, TAFE and university classrooms, the global 
calibre of our researchers and the active collaboration 
and engagement between research, government  
and industry partners across all sectors in the State.  

Every year the number of submissions for these  
awards - representing the brightest and best  
talent across the State – continues to grow with  
85 applications in 2018 alone – the highest number  
of submissions in our history.  

Sponsoring the SA Science Excellence Awards 
represents an investment in excellence and innovation 
and supports the future of South Australia as the ‘State 
of Science’.

I look forward to sharing a night of celebration 
with you - and to toasting the achievements of our 
wonderful science educators and researchers.

Stay connected on all things science

LinkedIn: Chief Scientist for South Australia

Twitter: @sachiefsci

Caroline McMillen

Chief Scientist 
for South Australia



Award categories

Award prizes

The 2019 SA Science Excellence Awards is 
presented in the following five categories 
with a total of six awards.

South Australian Scientist  
of the Year Award
Awarded to an individual who has demonstrated 
excellence in a field of scientific endeavour.

The Scientist of the Year will also have made an 
outstanding contribution in providing leadership that  
has inspired others to become involved in science.

PhD Research Excellence Award
This award recognises recent PhD graduates with 
outstanding achievement in their field and strong 
potential to contribute to industry or enterprises in  
the state.  

STEM Professional Award
This award recognises researchers and STEM professionals, 
who are presently working in South Australia, either in 
the private or public sectors (not including the university 
sector) and are making an outstanding contribution in 
their field. This award identifies and promotes professional 
excellence across the full spectrum of professional 
activities including research and development within 
STEM fields. 

STEM Educator of the Year  
(two awards)
The STEM Educator of the Year Award recognises effective 
teachers who are critical to successful science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics education and developing 
students’ knowledge and ability in STEM.

The STEM Educator of the Year is awarded in the following 
sub-categories:

• School Teaching

• Tertiary Teaching

Excellence in Research 
Collaboration
Open to collaborative consortia that have shown 
excellence in collaboration where a significant benefit has 
already been or is being delivered between researchers 
and users of research which could lead to economic, social 
or environmental benefits for South Australia.

The South Australian Scientist of the Year will receive  
a prize to the value of $25,000.  
 
The winners of the remaining categories will receive  
a prize to the value of $10,000 to use towards their  
career development. 



Winner of the 2018 STEM 
Educator of the Year – 
Tertiary Teaching Award

Dr Justin Chalker

The Award also provides
excellent support for 
undergraduate research
and scholarship, helping me
to expand my capabilities in
teaching in the research lab.

The SA Science Excellence Awards are a fantastic way  
to celebrate success in science in the broadest sense.  
I am especially proud of winning the 2018 STEM Educator 
of the Year Tertiary Teaching Award because it was an 
external validation that teaching and research can go 
hand-in-hand. Specifically, I am a strong proponent 
of undergraduate research and using this exploratory 
experience as a medium to teach science. 

As I often say, what better way to learn science than by 
doing science? The Award also provides excellent support 
for undergraduate research and scholarship, helping me to 
expand my capabilities in teaching in the research lab. This 
year, I am also using a portion of the funding to organise  
a conference celebrating young student scientists. My aim 
is to support undergraduate and post-graduate students 
and their learning journey.

‘



Sponsorship 
opportunities  
and benefits

As a sponsor, you will not only receive 
many exclusive benefits but also play 
an important role in contributing to the 
ongoing success of South Australia’s 
science and research sector.

Profiling opportunities

• Naming rights for the South Australian Scientist  
of the Year award category

• Acknowledgement and logo placement in all forms  
of print advertising

• Sponsor endorsement in media releases 

• Prominent logo placement on all printed promotional 
materials

• Mentions in social media posts, including facebook 
and twitter

• Corporate logo and link to feature on the science 
awards web page www.scienceawards.sa.gov.au

Principal Partner
$25,000 (GST Inclusive) 
(Limited to one sponsor)
Sponsorship of the South Australian  
Scientist of the Year award category

Gala Dinner

• Table of ten (valued at $1,200)

• One seat at the head table for a senior executive

• Five minute speaking spot, prior to the 
announcement of the South Australian Scientist  
of the Year

• Opportunity to announce the South Australian 
Scientist of the Year award winner

• Prominent position of corporate logo on screens 
throughout the night

• Verbal acknowledgement as a Principal Partner

Judging

• Opportunity to participate on the judging panel  
for the South Australian Scientist of the Year



$11,000 (GST Inclusive)  
Sponsorship of chosen award category

Gala Dinner

• Four complimentary tickets

• Opportunity to announce the winner of your  
chosen category

• Corporate logo on screens throughout the night

• Verbal acknowledgement as a major sponsor

Major Sponsors Support Sponsors

Enquiries
 
Melanie Beck
Department for Industry and Skills
Email: Melanie.Beck@sa.gov.au
 
www.scienceawards.sa.gov.au

$5,000 (GST Inclusive)

Profiling opportunities

• Acknowledgement and logo placement in all forms  
of print advertising

• Logo placement on all printed promotional materials

• Mentions in social media posts, including facebook 
and twitter

• Corporate logo and link to feature on the science 
awards web page www.scienceawards.sa.gov.au

Profiling opportunities

• Acknowledgement and logo placement in all forms  
of print advertising

• Logo placement on all printed promotional materials

• Mentions in social media posts, including facebook 
and twitter

• Corporate logo and link to feature on the science 
awards web page :www.scienceawards.sa.gov.au

Judging

• Opportunity to participate on the judging panel 

Gala Dinner

• Two complimentary tickets

• Corporate logo on screens throughout the night

• Verbal acknowledgement as a support sponsor



www.scienceawards.sa.gov.au

Stay connected on all things science awards

Twitter: @IndustrySkills and use #SAScienceAwards
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